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The latter was cleared of surrounding encumbrances only in 1935. It
is now a museum of Byzantine art. The enormous dome which is one
of its chief glories was thoroughly repaired in 1926-1927.
CHURCH   ARCHITECTURE   IN   ROMAN   BRITAIN
Early churches in Britain are apt to be legendary. St. Joseph of
Arimathaea is alleged to have brought the faith to Glastonbury in the
first Christian century, and to have built a wooden church, which was
later surrounded by a fine Norman one. Probably the earliest
Christianity in the Far West was brought to Ireland in the early part
of the 5th century; but no Irish churches of so early a date survive.
They were probably built of mud and timber.
At Silchester a Roman basilica with some Christian details has
been found, seeming to show a cult of the faith in Roman times.
Basilican also was the church which St. Augustine was given in
Canterbury when he arrived to convert the Kentish kingdom in 597.
CHURCH THAT BECAME A MUSEUM
Poland's oldest Christian church is the cathedral at Posen, which was
built in the loth century. Norway's is at Borgund, which has not been
altered since it was first erected. The casue chapel at Wurzburg,
consecrated in 706 and restored in 1936, is the oldest Christian chapel
in Germany on the right bank of the Rhine. Russia's oldest church is
St. Sophia's at Kiev, now a museum. The first distinctively Protestant
church, that of St. Nicholas at Heilbroon, in Germany, was built in 1525.
GREEK TEMPLE THAT BECAME A CHURCH
The Parthenon on the Acropolis at Athens, erected between 447 and
438 B.C. as a temple of Athene Parthenos, " the maiden," is considered
by many authorities to be the most beautiful building of antiquity.
Long after the glory of ancient Greece had receded into the past this
temple was turned into a Christian church and, later, into a
Mohammedan mosque.
Built of marble, it was surrounded by forty-six Doric columns, each
35 ft. high. It was decorated both externally and internally with
sculptured reliefs, the beauty of which has never been surpassed. Inside
the temple was a magnificent gold-and-ivory statue of " the maiden,"
the work of Phidias, under whose direction all the decorative work was
carried out.
In 1687, when the Venetians were besieging the Acropolis, which
was held by the Turks, a shot was fired into the Parthenon, then used
as a Turkish powder magazine, and very considerable damage was
suffered by the historic pile.
Part of the frieze which ran round the outside walls, as well as some
of the panels from the interior, were acquired by Lord Elgin when he
was Envoy to the Sublime Porte in 1799-1803. They are now in the
British Museum, where they are known as the Elgin Marbles.